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I. Why this European Year? 

II. What has been achieved 
so far? 

 Events and initiatives
 Projects and funding

III. EYCH: what will remain?  

 European Action Plan For 
Cultural Heritage 

 Legacy in the EU countries



• To encourage the sharing and appreciation of
Europe's cultural heritage as a shared resource;

• To raise awareness of common history and
values;

• To reinforce a sense of belonging to a common
European space;

Objectives of the 
European Year 
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Our cultural heritage: 
where the past meets the future
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What is cultural 

heritage?
Resources inherited from the past in all forms and aspects: 
tangible, intangible and digital. Including:  

• Monuments and sites

• Landscapes and natural sites

• Skills, knowledge and 
expressions of human 
creativity (oral traditions, 
festivals, songs, etc.)

• Collections in 
museums, libraries 
and archives 
(paintings, books, 
artefacts, etc.) 

• Film heritage



Where and with whom?

A wide ranging and inclusive initiative involving:

 All EU institutions (19 departments in the Commission
alone)

 All 28 EU Member States

 Nine partner countries

 35 key stakeholders

 Key international organisations: UNESCO, Council of Europe
etc.
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Enjoy the EYCH campaign video!

http://europa.eu/cultural-heritage/sites/eych/files/eac114-teaser-en-hd-web-360p_0.mp4


CultureI. What has been achieved so far?



1. Events and initiatives



2018 buzzing with activity

Events are taking place all
across Europe

• Over 11 500 events

• Reaching 6.2 million 
people

• More coming!

• EYCH Closing events 
already planned… Details on the EYCH website

and national websites



Projects having received the official
label of the European Year

EU level: 

Over 900

National level:

Over 7 900



A few examples…

Action for Youth (EU)

• Discover EU: 15,000
young travellers in summer
+ New application cycle 

will open on 29 
November (12 000 
additional travellers)  

• European Solidarity 
Corps: Call now open. At 

least 100,000 young 
people can partake until 

the end of 2020. 





A few examples…
Actions by countries

At the initiative of Germany, on the International 
Day of Peace, 21 September, bells in churches, 
town halls and other buildings rang throughout 14 
European countries. 

Whilst we speak different languages and live separate lives –
the ringing of bells communicates a universal message of 
celebration, peace and hope for the future. 



European Heritage Days this summer

• Dedicated to the EYCH : ‘The Art of Sharing’ 
• Circa 50,000 events in EU MS
• Reaching over 30 million people across Europe 



26 -27 September: European day of Languages

• More than 70 events across 
Europe 

• EYCH-event in Brussels, 
about multilingual education 
and cultural expression

9-10 October: EU Week of cities and Regions in 
Brussels

• Around 6 200 
participants 

• 2 EYCH Workshops 
and information 
stand

Latest events at EU level



Upcoming events: 
‘Cherishing heritage. Quality principles for 

interventions on cultural heritage’

22-23 November 2018 in Venice

• Organized in cooperation with ICOMOS

• Key event of EI 6 ‘Cherishing heritage’



The EYCH around the world

Mexico: 27 November 
2018

• Symposium on  ‘Strategies 
of Interventions for 
Cultural heritage affected 
by earthquakes’

• Based on EU expertise

Australia: 23 Nov 2018 -
24 Feb 2019

• Special EYCH exhibition at 
Canberra Museum and Art 
Gallery

• 30-50,000 visitors are 
expected



2. Projects and funding (EU) 



• Creative Europe funding 
programme: €  5 million 
for 29 heritage related 
projects 

• Horizon 2020 programme: € 
66 million for heritage-
related research and 
innovation projects

• Funding for cultural heritage 
also available through 
“Erasmus+”, “Europe for 
Citizens”, the EU 
structural and cohesion 
funds for the regions, etc.  

Funding for Cultural heritage at 
EU level



In addition:  10 European Initiatives 



Events and 
communication 

Legacy
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II. What’s next? What will remain? 



At EU level: a European Action Plan for 

Cultural heritage?

• Legacy of the European Year of Cultural Heritage

• Keeping the momentum - strong engagement of 
stakeholders, Member States and EU institutions

• Securing the continuity of actions, without prejudice to 
the next MFF



At EU level : continued funding

Example: 

Creative Europe 2019 
(support for the cultural 
and creative sectors) 

• A call for project is under way: 
one of its objectives relates to 
the legacy of the EYCH: to 
raise awareness of common 
history and values, and 
reinforce a sense of belonging 
to a common European space 

• The deadline to apply is 11 
December 2018 



At National level – in the countries

A few examples:

• In Luxembourg: a day of cultural heritage  will 
be held in schools every year.  

• In Spain, a day dedicated to young people in 
museums, on 30/06 of each year.

• In Malta, as of 2019, each student will get a card 
to access cultural heritage sites free of charge, 
365 days a year. 



https://europa.eu/cultural-
heritage

Thank you!

EAC-EYCH2018@ec.europa.eu

#EuropeForCulture

Legal basis

https://europa.eu/cultural-heritage
mailto:EAC-EYCH2018@ec.europa.eu
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2017.131.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2017:131:TOC

